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THCF Receives $1 Million Bequest from Area Resident

INDEPENDENCE, MO (September 18, 2006) – Truman Heartland Community Foundation announces that it has received a $1 million bequest from the Marjorie N. Martin Trust and Forrest Martin Marital Trust. The gift will be used to establish the Forest and Marjorie Martin Scholarship Fund for the purpose of providing educational scholarships to eastern Jackson County residents.


“Scholarships represent an investment in the future of our communities.  I can think of no other act that can live so long in the lives of so many,” said Paul Thomson, THCF president and CEO. “We are honored to be the stewards of this precious gift.”


The scholarship criteria will include academic achievement, leadership potential and financial need for undergraduate, graduate and professional education under the guidelines of the Truman Heartland Community Foundation.


Marjorie Nix Martin was a long-time resident of Independence, Mo., and was known for her great sense of humor. Born in 1910 in Butler, Mo., she moved to Independence in 1938 and actively supported several organizations including the Independence Junior Service League, the Bingham Waggoner Society and the Vaile Victorian Society. She married Harold Balfour in 1942, and later after his death, she married Forrest Martin in 1976.  Martin was considered a friend of President Harry Truman and his wife Bess, and contributed memorabilia to the Trinity Episcopal Church Archives and the Harry S Truman Library. 


Truman Heartland Community Foundation is a non-profit public charity whose purpose is to receive, hold, invest, administer and distribute assets for charitable purposes primarily serving the communities of Jackson, Cass, Clay, Lafayette and Platte Counties in Missouri. Since its beginning in 1982 as the Independence Community Foundation, the foundation has grown to regional prominence in promoting private giving for the public good in communities. With assets of nearly $26 million and annual grants approaching $3 million, THCF offers a wide range of services for donors and grant seekers alike.
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