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Truman Heartland Community Foundation

Announces $2 Million in Grants Awarded

INDEPENDENCE, MO - The Truman Heartland Community Foundation will award grants to 30 non-profit organizations to fund proposals submitted during the annual competitive grant program at their Annual Grants Luncheon November 3, 2006 at Lakewood Oaks Golf Club.  


A competitive grant-making program is a primary characteristic of Community Foundations.  The Grants Review Committee, chaired by Mrs. Freddye Smith of Independence, reviews applications from a wide range of charitable activities so that grants are made to organizations working in areas such as arts & humanities, community action, education, and health and welfare.  


Mrs. Smith, Chairman of the Grants Committee said, “This year we invited our Youth Advisory Council (YAC) to assist in the grant review process.  Representatives from YAC will award 3 grants to youth serving programs.  In addition, our CEO, Dr. Paul Thomson has approved almost $56,000 in grants since our last awards luncheon for programs outside of the competitive grant making session.  These requests had more immediate and smaller funding needs.”  

“The Foundation is very fortunate to have a large number of donor advised funds from which grants are made.  These, combined with community grants provided approximately $2,000,000 in charitable support to agencies across eastern Jackson County,” said Paul Thomson, President and CEO.

The Truman Heartland Community Foundation is a public charity whose purpose is to receive, hold, invest, administer and distribute assets for charitable purposes primarily serving the communities of Jackson, Cass, Clay, Lafayette and Platte Counties in Missouri.

The next Grant Cycle starts with letters of interest due the first Thursday in April (see Foundation’s website at www.thcf.org for guidelines of eligibility.


A report listing recipients and brief descriptions of their winning proposals is attached (Exhibit A)

EXHIBIT A

Grants Awarded during the

2006 Competitive Grant Program

Unrestricted Grants are made from funds entrusted to the Foundation’s Board of Directors including the Dorothy D. Bay Fund, Marge Pollard Hospice Fund and the Heartland Arts Alliance Fund.  

Arts & Humanities Programs


$11,273

Blue Springs Historical Society
   “Chicago Alton Hotel”                      $1,500.00

Funding to repair & replace windows at Chicago-Alton Hotel which is 2nd phase of restoration work needed for the oldest business building in BS.  
Lee’s Summit Symphony
“Symphony Equipment”
           $4,623.00

Funding to assist volunteer orchestra in acquiring persussion equipment.  Owning their own equipment will give the orchestra more opportunities for rehearsal space. 
Kansas City Ballet    “ROAD Program at St. Ann's”
 2,650.00

Youth Advisory Council assisted with funding
Funding to offer Reach Out and Dance to 3rd & 4th graders at St. Ann's Catholic School in Indep.  Program introduces children to fundamentals of dance and utilizes basics of music and movement to empower children to learn.  

Kansas City Repertory Theatre


“Rep on the Road”
       $2,500.00

Grant to support a performing arts program at Hilltop School that places a team of Rep teaching actors in the school so students can experience art alongside positive role models.
Community Action Programs
$5,500
Kansas City Neighborhood Alliance  “Raytown Neighborhood Development”  $5,500.00

Funding to provide professional training and support for volunteers interested in forming neighborhood organizations in Raytown with goal of establishing 8 neighborhood ortganizations.  

Education Programs
$14,435

Blue Springs School District 


“Parents as Teachers”
          $2,000.00

Funding to purchase books to be donated to English Language Learner families and low-income families enrolled in the BS PAT program.  A goal of the project is to provide books to 87 ELL students and 300 low-income families by May 2007.

.Community Mediation Center
“Conflict Resolution for Youth”
$2,500.00

Funding to expand mediation and conflict resolution services to Ft. Osage School District.  Training will be used to help young people, their families, and those whom their lives impact, peacefully resolve conflicts before they escalate to destructive confrontations. 
Family Literacy Center, Inc.

“Workforce Development”


$5,600.00

Youth Advisory Council and Anonymous Donor assisted with funding
Funding for social worker to provide case management and direct services to GED students who lack interpersonal and career development skills.  Students will participate in project based learning by exploring and researching potential careers that align with their individual interests, aptitudes and abilities.

Missouri Humanities Council
“READ from the START (RFTS)”


$4,335.00
Funding to offer three literacy  programs, each with two sessions to parents of 20 families in Eastern Jackson Count.  THCF grant will help organization secure a large challenge grant.

Health & Welfare Programs
$82,160

American Red Cross
“Flu Shot Program”


$1,500.00
Funding to provide flu vaccine to residents of Eastern Jackson County.  Of the 800 vaccines provided Free of Charge in 2005, approximately 140 (17.5%) were given in EJC.

Boys & Girls Club of KC
“Project Learn”




$5,150.00 

Youth Advisory Council assisted with funding
Educational assistance program offered daily to approx. 1400 youth ages 5-18 yrs of age at both clubs located in Independence.  The program offers Homework Help 5-6 hrs. per week by staff and volunteers; Learning Activities with core curriculum such as teaching math skills by keeping score in the gym and cooking in the kitchen.  The program also involves Parents and School Representatives in supporting students educational success.

Bridge Builders Senior Services

“Caregiver Conference”
$3,000.00
Funding to support Caregiver Conference with anticipated attendance of 100 caregivers, medical professionals and service providers.  Conference will address the Alzheimer's disease and in particular the care of patients in the early stages.  

Child Abuse Prevention Association    “Prevention Education Program”
$5,000.00

Funding to expand prevention education to reach 3,000 more children and adults in Jackson County.  Parenting classes and SAFE Kids Classes are offered in Independence, Ft. Osage and Raytown schools as well as Head Start and Ridgewood Congregation of Community of Christ.  Expansion includes a full-time Education Supervisor and a part-time educator who will conduct mandated reporting training for early childhood educators as well as a comprehensive prevention program targeted to children and parents.

Community of the Good Shepherd
“Monitored Fire Alarm System”
$1,210.00
Funding to install a monitored smoke/fire system in Cabrini House, a new group home for developmentally disabled women located in Lee’s Summit.   Organization has already received 50% of the project costs from 2 LS high schools student organizations.

Crittenton Behavioral Health  “Education Enhancement Program”
$2,000.00

Program support for computerized education programs ($408,000) designed to increase competency in the subjects of math and reading.   Components to program for which funding is requested are:  software for the I CAN Learn math program; software for the Fast ForWord reading program, salary for a teacher and one teacher's assistant.  Crittenton is located near Longview Lake and serves youth (ages 13-21) from the metropolitan area (19% from EJC) that have a behavioral or mental health diagnosis.

Helping Hands Therapeutic Riding Center   “Second Part-time Physical Therapist” $4,500.00

Funding to hire additional PT to address needs of 20 families with disabled children on waiting list for Hippotherapy.  Hippotherapy is a one-on-one approach to physical and occupational therapies using horse as a modality instead of a ball or other therapeutic tool.  Helping Hands is the only area riding center with a Pediatric Therapist certified through the American Hippotherapy Association.

Hope House  

“Early Childhood Program”
$5,000.00

Operational support for child care services offered at both Hope House facilities.  Program provides structured therapeutic and developmental learning activities as well as normal family activities to build healthy relationships between mother and children.

Lee’s Summit Underwater Recovery
“Mercury Outboard Motor”     $5,000.00
Funding to purchase new 115 HP Mercury outboard motor to replace current one (1988) used in 2 boat system of search and rescue.  Because the boats need to be compatible for effective operations LSUR has already spent $8,000 adding extra features to boats.  

Mother’s Refuge 
“Shelter Furnishings”


$4,200.00

Funding to purchase bedroom and dining room furniture for the only EJC shelter for pregnant teens.  Furniture will complete a shelter facelift that is being funded with local cash and inkind contributions.  The criterion for entering Mother's Refuge is that teens must not have a permanent residence, therefore most have either been kicked out of their homes, are in state custody or living on the streets.

National Alliance for the Mentally Ill of Gr. KC    “Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) Training” $2,500.00

Funding to provide an overview of the CIT program to entire Indep. Police Dept.  NAMI-KC offers the course monthly at the Western Missouri Regional Police Academy at Blue River CC.  Positive outcomes include: mentally ill are diverted to proper facilities (instead of jail); training of officers makes them better equipped to respond and CIT program facilitates quick admissions to facilities.

Oak Grove Senior Citizens, Inc.          “Transportation Program”
           $3,500.00
Funding to offset costs associated with Senior Center van that is used to transport seniors as well as daily meals to shut-ins.  Outcomes from grant of $3,500 awarded for operating support in 2005 reflect an increase in number of participants and a more aggressive approach to fundraising
Rainbow Center 
“Specialized Behavior Training”
        $5,000.00

Funding to provide Specialized Behavior Training for 10 staff members so they will be safe while implementing education and positive intervention for the children and adults with disabilities served by Rainbow Center.  These students and adults often express aggressive behaviors as a form of communication.

ReDiscover
“Pilot School-Based Program” 

$4,000.00

Pilot program at Lee’s Summit Elementary to identify and provide counseling services to at-risk children.  Goal of the program is to reach out to children at an earlier age in order to address increased suspension rate in LS schools.
Returning Glory

“Equine Experiential Learning Sessions”


$4,500.00

Christian faith-based equine assisted learning center that offers services to at risk children and adults with emotional and behavioral issues.  Funding will provide 7 weeks of sessions for six students.  The Horsepower Program assists in mental and emotional healing rather than physical healing.

St. Mary Outreach Program

“Emergency Medication Assistance”
$5,300.00

Anonymous Donor assisted with Funding

Funding to provide prescription medication and supplies to clients served by the Outreach Program located at St. Mary Catholic Church.  Agency serves approximately 1,000 clients each month with food, clothing and other forms of assistance.  Target population comes from 10 zip codes in Jackson County and religious affiliation is not a criteria.

Steppingstone
“Educational Resource Program”

       $5,000.00

Funding for the individual instruction provided to homeless and at-risk youth residing at Steppingstone who are working toward their high school diploma or equivalency.  Program expenses include salaries for tutors, computers and software, supplies, and books

The Family Conservancy
“Early Interventions to Achieve School Success”   $5,300.00

Anonymous Donor assisted with Funding

Clinical counseling services for early child care professionals and families of children primarily ages 3-5yrs who are at risk of losing placement in child care centers because of behavioral issues.  Funding would provide 12 months of free professional mental health counseling and support to approximately 45 families.  Currently families are referred to outside services that are not free.

The Groves



“Art for the Elderly”



$2,500.00

Start up funding for art program to be offered to residents in Groves skilled nursing program

TNC Community


“Community Integration”


$3,000.00

Operating support for program that gets developmentally disabled residents out of the home and into the community.  Acitivites include trips to the zoo, a meal in a restaurant or trip to the doctors' office.  Due to the severity of the residents disabilities, activities require a 3 to 1 client ratio, an obvious administrative burden.

Kansas City Hospice  “Program Support for EJC Office”                         $5,000.00

Grant to support operations at new KC Hospice Satellite Office that serves Independence, Lee’s Summit, Grandview and other points east.  The new location will allow for the clinical and support staff of 31 to respond more quickly to a home caregiver facing a crisis.


TOTAL GRANTS
$113,368
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